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Personal Study 1 
 
God’s plan continues through a dysfunctional family. 
 
Read Genesis 27:1-10. 
 
Some Christians long for “the good old days” when family values were 
celebrated in our culture. But the truth is what we long for is an illusion, 
a mirage. There hasn’t been an era of “the good old days” since the 
garden of Eden. Families have always been sinful and dysfunctional. 
Because of our innate sinfulness, families have always shifted blame, 
reversed roles, rebelled against God, and much more. This is true today. 
It was true after the fall. And it was true in “the good old days.” 
Television just didn’t show it then. 
 
No family is perfect. Every family has its struggles and challenges. But 
the good news is that God does not reserve His love, mercy, and grace 
only for perfect families. He pours it out in abundance on the broken—
on all of us. We will see a beautiful picture of this in Isaac’s family: God 
can and does use dysfunctional families to carry out His plans. 
 
When Isaac and Rebekah’s children—Esau and Jacob—were in their 
mother’s womb, the Lord told Rebekah that the older would serve the 
younger. In ancient cultures, the younger son’s role was to serve the 
older son, and the older son would receive the family inheritance. But 
as this story unfolds, we see the older son, Esau, selling this honor—his 
birthright—to Jacob for a bowl of stew. Like Adam and Eve in the 
garden, Esau was defined by food, by his appetite. 
 
Not only did Esau sell his birthright, but he also took Hittite wives. He 
intermarried with a pagan people who didn’t follow the one true God, 
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and his actions made life miserable for his parents (Gen. 26:34-35). But 
God had declared that His promises to Eve—that her offspring would 
crush the serpent’s head (Gen. 3)—and to Abraham—that his offspring 
would bring blessing to all the peoples of the earth (Gen. 12)—would 
be carried forward through Jacob, not Esau. 
 
We see in Genesis 27 a major showdown between these brothers. And 
even though Isaac and his family were sinful, dysfunctional, and 
manipulative, God graciously keeps His promises. 
 
Rebekah’s plot was to deceive Isaac into thinking that Jacob was Esau. 
Jacob was to grab goats from their flock so that Rebekah could make a 
meal that Isaac loved. Jacob protested that even though his father 
could not see well, if Isaac touched him, then Isaac would realize that 
he was not Esau. Jacob was concerned that he would be cursed by his 
father rather than blessed. But Rebekah had everything figured out. 
She clothed Jacob in Esau’s clothes, she put the goats’ skin on Jacob to 
make him hairy like his older brother, and she prepared a meal her 
husband would like. 
 
Genesis paints an unflattering picture of Abraham and his offspring. We 
see them lie, cheat, and manipulate. Abraham and Isaac both passed 
their wives off as their sisters in order to get the heat off themselves 
(Gen. 12:11-13; 26:7). Isaac and Rebekah both played favorites with 
their children, as would Jacob. Rebekah and Jacob both were willing to 
deceive in order to get what they wanted. 
 
But despite all this scheming, God continued to be gracious and kept 
His promises. His plan to redeem the world would not, and will not, be 
thwarted by human cunning and sin. 
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Personal Study 2 
 

God’s plan continues through a deceitful son. 
Read Genesis 27:18-29. 

Why do we lie and cheat? Usually to get something we want. Because 
of our sin, we fail to trust God to provide what we need, or we refuse to 
accept the specific provision He has given to us—just like Adam and Eve 
way back in Eden. Our discontentment and our self-advancement are 
just two evidences of the rebellion common to all people. This 
unending craving for more is in all of us, and it was this craving that 
drove Jacob to lie to his father, not just once but several times. 

Jacob schemed and lied to get what he wanted. He had numerous 
opportunities to come clean with his father and tell the truth. But he 
was so blinded by greed for the blessing that he continued to deceive. 

We are often no different than Jacob. We too lie, usually because we 
want something. We want others to have a certain opinion of us, so we 
“bend” the truth. We want more money for ourselves, so we 
“massage” the numbers on our tax returns. A craving for a desired 
outcome fuels lying. 

Notice that the words of blessing Isaac uttered over Jacob were 
basically a restatement of God’s promises to his father, Abraham 
(27:27-29). God had promised Abraham land, offspring, and blessing. 
Isaac spoke here of land and blessing. He asked that God would cause 
Jacob’s relatives and the nations to serve him. God’s blessing would be 
given to those nations that blessed Jacob, the deceitful younger son. 

Of course, this account is not meant to teach us that our conduct 
doesn’t matter. God calls us, as His people, to live with honesty and 
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integrity. But this story does reveal that God works in surprising ways 
and in surprising people. And every time He does, we are forced to 
consider two things. 

First, we are reminded that God’s plan is not thwarted by the evil 
intentions of the human heart. God has been and is still committed to 
His plan of redemption through Jesus Christ. No government, no law, 
no movement, no culture, and no person can stop God from carrying 
out His plan. 

Second, this passage also reminds us that we cannot place limits on the 
grace and mercy of God. Sometimes we fail to share the good news of 
Jesus with others because we feel unqualified to do so. We, like Jacob, 
are full of envy, greed, lies, and sin. Sometimes we fail to share the 
gospel with others because they, like Jacob, seem out of the reach of 
God’s mercy, hopeless and beyond salvation. 

In either case, we are placing limitations on God’s power, and as we see 
in the account of Jacob, those limitations do not exist. Because of God’s 
willingness to work through Jacob, even in his deceit, we should be 
zealous all the more to speak of His mercy and grace to others, knowing 
He can use anyone to reach anyone with the gospel. 
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Personal Study 3 
 

God’s plan continues through His mercy and grace. 
Read Genesis 28:10-15. 

Why did God choose to bless Jacob? Certainly not because of Jacob’s 
goodness, righteousness, or merit. Instead, God chose to bless Jacob 
because of His own mercy and grace. Like Jacob, none of us deserve 
God’s blessing of salvation in Christ. We are all trophies of God’s mercy 
and grace. Our salvation glorifies God because it is dependent 
exclusively upon Him and His grace. 

Because of God’s mercy and grace, and for His own glory, God gives us 
the greatest blessing of all—His presence. Our salvation provides us 
with many benefits, the foremost of which is being spared from eternal 
death. But we shouldn’t make the mistake of focusing on these benefits 
and forgetting the greatest blessing of all—God Himself! He will be our 
God, we will be His people, and we will be together enjoying Him 
forever. That is what is at the center of our salvation. 

This promise of God’s gracious presence, given to us through His grace 
and mercy, runs throughout the Bible. We see it here in Genesis 28. 

As was foretold at his birth, Jacob received the blessing, even though 
he stole it from Esau. Afterward, Jacob was forced to flee from his 
brother’s fury. After a day of traveling, Jacob found a place to stay the 
night and chose a stone as his pillow. As he slept, Jacob dreamed about 
a stairway on the ground with its top in the heavens. Angels were going 
up and down on it. It is here that God restated the promises of 
Abraham and Isaac to Jacob. God reminded Jacob that He is the God of 
Abraham and Isaac, and He would be Jacob’s God too. 
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The stairway Jacob saw reminds us of the tower of Babylon; its top 
reached into the sky (see Gen. 11:4). The people of Babylon had 
attempted to come before God on their own terms. But this story 
shows us that if human beings are to reconnect with God, we have to 
first realize we cannot. We don’t connect with Him, He connects with 
us. Our salvation requires God coming down to us. Christianity is 
different from other religions because we believe God’s presence is 
secured in our lives not through our climbing up toward Him but 
through His gracious descent toward us. 

Genesis 28 shows that God will indeed come to be with His people 
through Jacob and his offspring. Jacob’s stairway gives us a glimpse into 
the reversal of Babylon. The people of Babylon were trying to get back 
to God by lifting up a tower, yet it caused them to be separated and 
scattered all over the planet. 

But when the offspring of Jacob, God incarnate—Jesus of Nazareth—
came down from heaven, He was lifted up to draw all people to 
Himself. He will bless all the peoples of the earth and reunite them in 
Himself. John 1:51 tells us that Jesus is the true stairway to heaven. He 
is the One who reconnects earth and heaven. 

 
 


